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The characteristics of the ritual system of

AHYE F3], 2015, Korean Buddhism
CIERRGEER), TRhe] Faef 8ol HlE TAl 0y, AR 2001 —the dynamics and limitation of circumstantial logic

- Q7Y Toj o] 2 F0101 7}, S AL 1993/2004.

S, A AIg Y] Bl deldl ), MR uAPIAL, SEAb AT, Lee, Sung—woon
Department of Buddhist Studies at
Dongguk University

The main concern of this essay is to consider the characteristics
of the ritual system of Korean Buddhism in regard to East Asian
Buddhism. It should be argued that the primary function of East
Asian Buddhism is to perform the ritual ceremony supplicating for
national prosperity and the welfare of the people, and long life and
health and peace of its sovereign, as Buddhism in East Asia has
served as in effect state religion.

But Korean Buddhism has lost its status as state religion passing
through the Joseon Dynasty era when Buddhism was suppressed,
and its ritual system also has undergone not a few changes. So, in
this writing, the difference and trait of the ritual system of Korean
Buddhism from that of East Asian Buddhism would be made clear
by studying the change of <llsang yegyeong(daily worship)>,
<Gwaneum sisik(Avalokitesvara banguet)>, and <Sambo

tongcheong(universal invitation of Tri-gem)>, all of which are

278 « vk A= A6 i o) Aol B4 . 279



regarded as the principal rituals of Korean Buddhism.

In the chapter of <II. Dynamic acceptance and development>,
the dynamic aspect of circumstantial logic is focused on. Under
the title of ‘1. the transformation of worhip’, it is stated that
a new ritual system is created dynamically depending on the
circumstance of the times, which deals with the new emergence
of Joseok Yegyeong(the worship in the morning and evenings) of
Chiljeongrye(sevenfold worshiping with one’s head touching the
ground), ‘2. the interfusion of Dail(%—, The many and One)’ it
is described that Sisik(Jifi€, banquet) rescuing all of the hungry
ghosts got included in Gwaneum sisik(Avalokitesvara banguet) as
the commemorative rites and that at the same time, Chucheon(GEf&,
praying for the repose of one’s soul) for all of the no-abiding lonely
ghosts compromises and confuses Da(%, the many) and il(—,
One) , and ‘3. the development of Hoisam(& —, the unification of
Three vehicles into One vehicle)’, it is illustrated that Gesong({&
%8, Buddhist stanza) applicable to the Sutras of the Perfection
of Wisdom(prajiiaparamita), Nirvana(Nirvana). and The Lotus
Flower(Saddharma Pundarika) are utilized when Beopbosi(i£
filifi, Darma-offering) teaching the nature of Jehaeng(G&1T, all
phenomenal aspects of mutations) is held.

In the chapter of <II. surplus and variational meaning>, the
limitation of excessively dynamic circumstantial logic is set down

by three items. In the section of ‘1. the confusion between the

280 « thekd A=x Al6H

upper and the lower’ the problem is pointed out that the difference
of Mantra which has the variation of the offerings depending on
the upper and the lower has vanished, ‘2. no distinction between
the comprehensive and the simplified, it is indicated to duplicate
programs of the ritual of the comprehensive and the simplified,
each of which means the related situation, all together at once,
and ‘3. the variation of the name’ it is disputed that the specific
ritual such as ‘Yebul(7i&{#, worship of the buddhas)’ is used of
the representative name of the general rituals[Jomosongju(5 &
WL, Recitation of dharani in the morning and evenings)] and the
procedure of Siryeon(fF3, the rite of serving a sedan chair) has
changed and been accepted.

The ritual system, having changed and been transformed like
an organism, plays the role in leading to their goal for the people
who put into practice the ritual ceremony. Therefore, the following
views might be the conclusion of this essay ; It is necessary to
understand the development and the characteristics of the ritual
system of Korean Buddhism and to translate it into Korean in
order to understand the right meaning of it, and we can attain its
original goal when upholding and practicing it based on the right
understanding of it and create the ritual system suitable for a new

cra.
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