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<Abstracts>

Transmission Aspect of Modern
Ye—su—jae(Advanced Funeral Ceremony)

Koo, Mee—Rae

The Ye-su-jae is a Buddhist ritual to be done during one’s lifetime for after one's death
in order to build good deeds and good karma in advance. In this article, we have examined
various methods of modern Ye-su-jae and have analyzed its ritual characteristics to
demonstrate both its meaning and directivity.

The ritual formula states that Ye-su-jae shall be done on the first or fifteenth day of the
month, but it has become a ritual to be done in a leap month. This seems like the result of
the combined ideas of (D the history of holding a Buddhist service in a leap month and (2)
the thought of the gateway to heaven being opened during a leap month since there is no
God to watch over the people. Particularly, Ye-su-jae has been handed down as a
combination of local customs in death preparation culture, which wishes a long life and an
easy passage into eternity by preparing a shroud in advance. Therefore, it presents a
dynamic aspect like a festival or riding the Banya-Yongsun, which is a wisdom ship,
toward heaven and even deprives the person of a San-Ogu-Gut, which is an Ogu-Gut
while he or she is still alive.

Furthermore, Ye-su-jae is a ritual for the living, but it is also performed to facilitate
easy passage into eternity for the deceased, and is even hosted in a combination of the
Suryuk-jae or Youngsan-jae, which put emphasis on Mucha-Chundo. In addition to this, it
is traditional to hold Ye-su-jae for a group, but it is not rare to find cases of holding
Ye-su-jae for an individual or a few people.

Based on the ritual characteristics of Ye-su-jae, the current transmission aspect can be
summarized in few matters. First, the existence of the lower podium is the beings of

nether world in Ye-su-jae, but it is connected to ‘the existence of lower podium=the spirit’
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and the Hadan Kwanyok, a spiritual purification has stood out to dilute the meaning and
characteristics of Seol-Dan. Second, the meaning of the middle podium ritual, based on
ten kings in the nether world is of most importance in Ye-su-jae, but has received no
attention relative to the middle podium ritual since it hosts Youngsan-Jakbub together.

Third, Ye-su-jae reveals the meaning and characteristics of the ritual through the
procedure of presenting an offering to Buddha with Saja-dan, Gosa-dan, and Magu-dan,
which is the beings of nether world in the lower podium, but the descriptive meaning of
Ye-su-jae can be changed by requesting Four Underworld Messengers who send an
invitation to the nether world at the end of the ceremony. Fourth, it is usual in Ye-su-jae to
bring paper money, which presents the karma of one's lifetime as a debt, and Banya-
Yongsun, which reveals the course toward the promised land; if these are omitted, the core
element of Ye-su-jae will be lost.

Traditionally, if the repentance ritual of the ascetic is uposatha, the repentance ritual of
the Buddhist has been Ye-su-jae. Ye-su-jae has integrated the Buddhist view of the world
and the asceticism, so the Lifetime Ye-su-jae, which has been formed with the distinctive
leap month culture of Korea, has to be handed down as it is. Therefore, Ye-su-jae of
everyday life shall be recovered gradually as well as the leap month Ye-su-jae combined

with various ritual elements as a comprehensive Buddhist art.

e Keywords
Buddhist Ritual, Leap Month, Shroud, Banya-Yongsun, ten kings in the nether world,
Chundo, Soul Cleansing, Jijeon.

=AY 2015 10 30, AHAREE Y2015 129 1Y,
AAEAL: 20154 129 34,
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