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Abstract

The Formation and Development of Maitreya Faith

in Late Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Bang-ryong / Chungnam National Univ.

Maitreya faith is the faith that people long for a Maitreya as a future
Buddha and dream of Naga-puspa World(REZEH5) as a ideal world, In
this paper I tried to find the formation process of Maitreya faith and its
concrete development process in late Joseon dynasty.

The theoretical ground of Maitreya faith is in Mitreya scripture and
in my country it was appeared in the period of the Three States. The
faith had been spreaded around the old Baekje region in the unified Silla
period and prevailed in a national demention during Koryo dynasty.

The world of Buddhism in late Joseon dynasty had been mainly driven
by Maitreya faith longing for a Maitreya and a new world among people
under the policy of the venerating Confucianism and suppressing
Buddhism, At this time, like the event of Yeohwan(&3%) and Yongyeo(fi
1), there was appeared a political revolution event based on Maitreya
faith, emerged a village Maitreya around people, and made up Maitreya

Hanging Painting,
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The trend of Mytreya faith in late Joseon dynasty affected the
appearance of Korean new religions and their thoughts, Also Maitreya

faith has the significance as a modern Korean representative Buddha faith.

Key words: Maitreya faith, Buddhism in late Joseon dynasty, Naga—puspa

World, Yeohwan(2i&), Maitreya Hanging Painting
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